Austrian mime to help
Indo-Pak peace process

Times of India
Yudhvir Rana | TN

Amritsar: There is an Aus-
trian contribution to take the
track-I1 diplomacy of Indo-Pak
peace process beyond Punjab,
to the southern, eastern and
western states of the nation
with the help of mime — a per-
formance art that has the abil-
ity to transcend language bar-
rier by not using words.

Andreas Gaeska, Austrian
mime performer and actor
who is currently taking mime
workshops in both Amritsar
and Lahore, told the 7TOI on
Thursday that, through mime
an artiste could express his
emotions, sentiments and feel-
ings with his body language
and didn’t need any words. So,
people of different cultures
and languages could under-
stand it, he added.

Gaeska went to Lahore on
the invitation of Rafi Peer The-
atre Group that recently held
Saanjh: Amritsar-Lahore fes-
tival here, in collaboration
with an NGO, Punarjyot, an
offshoot of Spring Dale Edu-
cational Society. He said he
took mime workshop in La-
hore and was now in Amrit-
sar to impart mime techniques
to students and check their po-
tential for future perform-
ances. Gaeska is also a mime

SPEAKING VIA ACTIONS: Austrian mime performer and actof

Andreas Gaeska taking mime workshops in Amritsar

performer with Austrian com-
pany Teatro Buffo and has
toured around the world, giv-
ing mime performances.

“We are of the view that we
should take Saanjh beyond
Punjab and mime is the best
medium to bridge the lan-
guage barrier,” said Shavin-
der Sandhu, director, Punar-
jyot.

Gaeska said he was pleased
to find mime enthusiasts both
in Amritsar and Lahore.
“There is a keenness among
students to learn the art which
requires one to be alert as well

as relaxed at the same time,”
he said. ' :

Rajiv Arora, headmaster, :
Spring Dale School, where :
Gaeska is currently taking a :
workshop, said mime required :
precision of execution of dif-
ferent techniques to convey :
the message emphatically
among the audience through
creative means. Initially, stu-
dents were learning its fun- :
damentals, but in the later i
stage, Gaeska would under- :
take a longer workshop to i
make them understand its sub-
tle techniques. ;



Putting his
act together

HT Correspondent

ast week saw the conclusion of the

month-long mime workshop’

organised at Spring Dale Senior

School in collaboration with
Austrian Cultural Forum, New Delhi. Actor,
Director and musician from Austria,
Andreas Ceska, conducted the workshop.

“Since April 1, it has been such a won-
derful journey for me to discover these
young students and share this artwork with
them,” says Andreas, who was invited to
Spring Dale Senior School, Amritsar, by
late Dr Shivinder Singh Sandhu, former
Managing Trustee.

In the first part of the workshop, Andreas
had organised a mime performance of the
students for the school’s Annual Theatre
Festival - ‘Peace Begins With Me'. In the
performance, the game of chess was used
as a symbol to depict the negative effects
of war. The performance ended on the note
that the people around the world should
unite together to give peace a chance.

Andres' love for theatre started at a voung

age of 14, performing street theatre in Italy.
At the age of 29, he co-founded a theatre
company, Treats Buffo (theatre of the fool).

As a teacher, he feels that it is important
to integrate mime in theatre. As an actor
and producer, he likes to work with young
and contemporary authors. “For me, it is
more appealing to work on what is living
now,” he adds.

Having worked in counties like US, Italy
and France, coming to India was initially
a cultural shock. Nonetheless, Andreas is
grateful to late Dr Shivinder Singh Sandhu
and former principal Manveen Sandhu for
giving him an opportunity of cultural
exchange. “They were a wonderful couple.
I really respect them a lot for being as
incredible as creating wonderful things in
this world. Their force is definitely con-
tinuing to motivate many young minds,"”
he said. :

Talking about the future, Andres hopes
to collaborate with Spring Dale Senior
School on several other projects, including
a tour of theatre festivals across various
cities.

Austrian actor conducts mime workshop at Spring Dale

MUNI




Saanjh Peace
Festival

Andreas Ceska, director of the play

Pak, Indian kids share stage

NegraJ Bacea
TriBuNE NEWS SERVICE

AmRITsAR, OcToBer 10

A play on futility of war enacted together by students from
Pakistan and India was the most striking event on the first
day of the 14-day South Asia Foundation’s (SAF) Saanjh
Peace Festival here today.

A Vienna (Austria)-based mime artist and director theatre
group Andreas Ceska from Teatro Buffo was the director
of the play. He said the play in mime form conveyed the
meaning of peace symbolically. Five child artists from
Lahore and 22 from India, of the Spring Dale Senior

‘School, featured in the presentation.

The concept of mutual harmony between India and Pak-
istan was through a mime presentation under the banner of
Indo-Pak Children’s Theatre Production.

The SAF-Peace festival aimed to bring people of both
the nations together. Though, the relations between the
two nations were marred by inconsiderate acts of vest-
ed interests, but serious attempt must be made to
cement the ties.



TIMES NEWS NETWIRK

Amritsar: Separated during
Partitbon, India and Pak{stan
shave an neredible loe-hate
relationship IF antl-social ol

: ements from the neighbour
: ing country continue to in:

ket watimads of termorand has
tred on Indian soil, good
Samaritans finom both shdes

! have alwoes striven to keep
¢ the warmth betwoesn the na-

1ions alive. One such con-
oarted effort 15 the South Asin
Foundation (SAF) Peace Fos-

i tival, 2008, being organized

in partnerahip with Saanih

i {organisers of AmritzarlLa-

hore fegtival) from October
10 1o 9.

Supparted by Punarjyot,

Rafi Peer Theatra Workshop

(RPTW), National School of

Drama, National Academy of
Performing Arts (NAPA), In-
dian Council of Culiural Re-
lations, Gurbaksh Singh-
Manak Foundation, the fes-
tival, as the name suggests,
alrms an promofing bonhomis
betwrmen thie conntries, wioss
rotations are every now and
then made sour by cowel acts
of those opposed o peace.
“Pesce cannot be main.
tained by foree, 1t can only be
achieved by understanding,
The festival, we hope, will in-
voke o kind of sensitivity to
help curtail aggression by
highlighting similarities in
languages, cultures, roots,
lifiestyles, dialocts and shared

heritage of the twin citles of
Mmritsar and Lahore that
bore the brunt of Parti-
tlon....” said Kirat Sandhu,
directon Spring Dale Senlor
Srehool, whers the show wiil
unfold,

Tha 13-day avent to be
spredd acroks venues such
Wapha Border, Prost Nagar,
Art Gallery, BEE DAV Col-
lege and Punjab Naatshala

will have presemfations by
RPTW, Lahore, Sain Zahoor,
NAPA, Karachi, Raghu Dix-
it, Arif Lohar, Goonga Sain,
Mangnivars, Tina Sani and
Swami Bandhoo, A mime
presentation by Indo-Pak
Children's Theaire Produc-
tlon — involving child
artistes from both countries
and directed by Andreas
Ceska, a theatre artiste from
Vienna, Austria — will be the
curtain ratser on Day One.
“To [ocus on cOmmon
probilems  pertaining to
women and children, often
the mast vulnerable mom-
birs of society a seminar
‘Building Blocks for Peage'
will be ndibressed by Pakistan
human rights activist Asma

Peace festival to unite Indo-Pak from Oct 10

Jehangir, Saiima Hashmli,
daughter of renewned poet !
Faiz Ahmed Faiz and Teesta
Saetalvad, 8 Mumbali-based !
journalist, activist and edu- 2
cator on October 14 in our
school,” said Rajiv Sharma, :
principal, Spring Dale.
With vouth holding the ;
ke toworld's progress, chil- |
dren will splash a huge col:
lage on both sides of the !
Wagha border during ‘Paint- ;
imie for peace” event {obe held
on Qctober 16, Thres well- 5
known actresses from Indla 5
and Pakistan including :
Eheema Kirmani and Sanda |
Saeed will also render solo |
performances on Oetober 21§
in BEK DAV College for
Waaten.




Peace fest hopes to stmddle Partition divide

~oo<L0 0 initiative uses art to appeal to shared cultures of the two Punjabs
HT Correspondent mony between the two grammes will be held at dif- including Neeta Mohindra,
# chdnewsdesk@hindustantimes.com neighbours, particularly ferent venues including Sheema Kirmani and Sania
' after the Mumbai attacks. It Spring Dale Senior School Saeed would render solo
AMRITSAR: In order to bridge will shed light on common campus, Wagah border, Preet  performances at BBK DAV
the gap between the two problems pertaining to Nagar, Art Gallery, BBK DAV College for Women on
Punjabs on either side of the ~ women and children, consid-  College and Punjab October 21.
International Border, the ered the most vulnerable on ~ Naatshala in keeping with The festival would also
South Asia Foundation both sides of the border. the theme of the festival. include presentations by Arif
(SAF), in partnership with The organisers say that Building Blocks for Peace,  Lohar, Goonga Sain and Sain
Saanjh, has come up with the SAF-Saanjh Peace a seminar-cum-interaction, Zahoor from Rafi Peer
the unique concept of a Festival aims to invoke sensi-  will be delivered by Pakistani  Theatre Workshop from
peace festival. The SAF- tivity to curtail aggression Human Rights activist Asma  Lahore, National Academy
Saanjh Peace Festival 2009 by making an appeal to the Jehangir, daughter of of Performing Arts (NAPA)
will witness participation of ~ similarities in languages, cul-  renowned poet Faiz Ahmed  from Karachi, Indian folk
artistes from both the coun-  tures, roots, lifestyles and Faiz, Salima Hashmi and artist Raghu Dixit,
tries to heal wounds from dialects between the twin Mumbai based social activist ~ Rajasthani Mangniyars and
Partition. cities of Amritsar and Teesta Seetalvad on October  Pakistani singer Tina Sani
The 14-day festival, as per  Lahore. Moreover, the festi- 14 at Spring Dale Senior and Kabir Vani by Bharti

a press release issued by the
organising committee, will
begin with a mime presenta-
tion by Indo-Pak Children’s

Theatre Production directed :

by Vienna theatre artist
Andreas Ceska, on Saturday.
The festival comes at a
time when terror is threat-
ening to ravage mutual har-

val will try to share the her-
itage of the twin cities that
bore the brunt of Partition.

It also hopes to offer a
platform for people from
both sides to mingle and
work collectively for promot-
ing peace, therehy, bringing
them close again.

During the 14 days, pro-

School. It will focus women's
and children’s rights.

On October 16, children
from India and Pakistan
would paint a collage on both
sides of Wagah border as
part of the “Painting for
Peace” event. In another
event, three known actors
from India and Pakistan

Bandhu. :

The festival is supported
by Punarjyot, Rafi Peer
Theatre Workshop, National
School of Drama, National
Academy of Performing
Arts, Indian Council of
Cultural Relations,
Gurbaksh Singh-Nanak
Foundation.
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Indo-Pak kids’ mime act

sends out message of peace

HT Correspondent

# chdaowsdesk@hindystantimes.com

AMRITSAR: As a curtain raiser
for the 14-day South Asian
Foundation (SAF) and Saanjh
Peace Festival, students of
India and Pakistan shared the
stage to promote mutual har-
mony between the two neigh-
bours by presenting a mime
play.

The presentation was under
the banner of Indo-Pak
Children's Theatre Production
directed by Austrian director
Andreas Ceska.

The presentation was based

.on music beats where the
artists displayed facial emo-
tions as per the situation with-

out delivering dialogues.

The thematic presentation
of the play was a game of chess
between two kings, which
results in a war between the
two nations.

During the war, the kings
remain in the background.
However, the brunt of the con-
flict is borne by the public.
The waged war causes enor-
mous damages to the public,
which leads to depression and
mistrust.

Later, some peace ambas-
sadors understand the futili-
ty of the war and the need to
co-exist peacefully. The
enlightened ones then reach
out to their neighbours and a
mass movement takes shape

by setting the peace in.
However, when peace comes,
the kings join again for a game
of chess and a warlike situa-
tion begins to take shape again.
Having understood the
absurdity of war, the common
people refuse to fight and say

'no to war, which helps usher

in an era of eternal peace.

“The theme of the presen-
tation is let there be peace,”
said Ceska.

On the occasion, chief guest
Deputy Commissioner Kahan
Singh Pannu said, “Saanjh is
a landmark festival in the his-
tory of Amritsar. Since its
inception, it has been bring-
ing the best artists to promote
their hidden talent.”
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Day One of Saanjh unfurled umpteen song and
dance performances, besides a few daring acts

Archng Mathary
 wrchna.mathansSgmul. com
ndian artistes dominated
‘the show on the first day

of Saanjh, the seventh
Amritsar-Lahore

Festival that kicked off: in
4 Amritsar on Priday evening
m%nﬂgﬂaﬁa Sembn;&hmi
ng or
:mmrutrﬁgr&mrand&aaﬂ
Brar - Theatra (iroup, Lahore,
the festival aims at bl.lihﬂ:ng'
mlmra] bridges bE{.V.een
Indisr and Pkt =

Reiterating the message of
2ACe SPirit ,.Iﬂdurimd

F MMhls more of

# eclebration of the spiritual
aszpects of the common cul-
ture of east and west Funjab.
It is a process, which has
enabled people an both sides
of the border to regain their
paradise, which had been lost
due to partition and the con-
soaquent political discord.

performanee under the title
“Theatre for Peace-Circus for
Peace’, 'The performance saw

-school children along with

ﬁ&ml artistes evincing
the message of peace.
Besides the rhythmic moves
in salsa stepsand speecial
meditation (or peaee, the per-

between India snd Pakistan,
shares Sl Sri,
The festival b wh the iagling and m
Brmance’ nfTJ artas Fi partici-
ased Sain Brothers, Egntss]mrted p]aced with
Tiwenty-four-year-old heatre for Peace' written
'Wﬂfmmqmlﬂ' [T e B
ﬁ:—dﬂﬂﬂﬂm‘g Kivanpal Day Oneof the festcantin-
Sain rendered four qawwalis  oed on a troditional note with
4 the festival, which were: folk song presentation by
highly Epprrecla’sed by the Manganivars from Hamirain
audiences, "Thisis s hig plat-  Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, led by
form for us fo showease gur — Kheta Khan. N
talent at the international Beginring the performance
level” sayvs Manmeét Sain. with Bulle Shah's verse, thi:
Lending = foreign tinge to folk singers concluded the
the fest, Andreas Ceska from sical ravaganza with
Austrig, put together a mime . the praise of the aloighty

mnmng.'DamaDamMau: ‘associated with, We]mm:lta
Kalandar'. é:an':.r:tasﬁa]:pﬁ.lrthm‘ EHE
This was followed by per- i 1A .
tre G 0:11

DrKlraLSandhquaemﬂ, thﬂdherhaqd,m“ﬂe&ds
director, Punarjyed, tells that  of Saanjh were sown by late

her parents conceived Saanjh  Dr Shivinder Singh Sanchu
with a view to modulate the  and Manveen Sandhu'in col-

mlndlmaﬁaéﬁeﬂ that divided

the countries. “This
Leg:ani.thaamtonlybeen
pmdmmmz.mmm
iy entire team and all the
peace lovers that we are

laiboratm u&ﬂim&r brothier:

Fuizann Peerzada. As long as

alr.ha-e EsMSahupen njh, there woild
WaYE

hetwieen Indis amipeme Pakistan,”

he satd.



India feels like home to us’, say children from
Pakistan in Amritsar for Saanjh-2010

MFW

ol and lifestyles,
people
only the names of the eoun-
tries differ.

There is hardly any differ-
ence in the life in India and
Pakistan. In short, India feels
like home to us every time we
visit the country,” was the
eommuon observation of the
children in the 14-member
Pakistani delegation com-

artistes taking part in
e A e

eativ OTgen-

I P e et

Citing the similarities
between India and Pakistan,
the children from across the

Smw&aﬁhﬁmgim

border found the political
countries as irrelevant and
m the politicians on both
tﬂ' wark for peace.
Happy at being in
Amritsar for the ninth time
on the oceasion of Saanjh-
2010, Meeran, a child artiste
from Pakistan , Bays, “Tt: still
feels as if Lam in Pakistan,
only that the naMmes f some
of my friends here ditfer-a lit-
e e
e, ho
thoughts are the same as
that of any child in Pakistan*
Behwal Asad Rasool,
another student ACCOTIPATY-
ing the group, avers that ini-
tially he feared edn
Indin would stare at their
group the moment it reached
Attari border. “However, my
fears were allayed when we

got & normal treatment at

Attari. 1 too, did not find any

difference.”

Umnair Miraj, another stu-
dent with the group, foels
that the Indian euisine
reminded him of Pakistan,
“Clur curries, our agricultiural
practices and even languages

- are so similar. And vet the

moment the children enter
sehool, they are taught to
hate then' counterparts
aeross the border. | just can-
mt‘, ﬂdmtmﬂ why this is

Mnernn further states that
th& effcrﬂs like Saanjh defi-

tely help change the mind-

&etuf public, but politicians
are the ulliniate decision

~makers of o destinies, the

need of the hour is to trans-
form the attitude of the
bureaucrats on both sides,



GIVE PEAC

Shaheen P Parshad-
% shakeun parshasSamail.com

AMRITSAR: 1L was cnly appro-
priate for school studenta to
have the loudest word on
Children's Duy, At the Seventh

Amritsar-Lahore  Saanjh
Festival, sehools-goers from

acrass the border on Sunday
said that with peaple’s desire
for peace between India and

Pakistan growing, it'stime for

schools on either side of the

fence to propagate the
feeling of bratherhood and
harmony. '

The kids' group, part of the
luvger Pakistani delegation,
{uined hands: with their

ndian couriterparts Li).sti}ge
‘Theatre for Peace: Cirous for
Peace’, s production dirested
by Austrian Mime Director
Andreas Ceska, at Spring
Dale School,

"Wa I‘let'dmgji’l't:& ﬁ"ﬁ&ﬂd:}'
tone to the curriculum in
schools n i and Pakistan.

- #aid Meeran, a student from
Lahors; the others echied her:

HINDUSTAN TIMES, CHANDIC
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1€

hél-’m ake borders irrelevent

ANCE Students from across the border call for change in curriculum to include lessons in harmony

L

# Students from India and Pakistan together on stags at Spring Dale School in Amritsar on Sunday.

Sheaverred that people-to- s the turn of the schools.  =aid that ehange of mindset a{
eople contact programmes Lo chip inand triggerachange  alllevels wats essential to give
by various individualsand  of mindset among  the  peace another chance in the
organisations had done a lol  students’. region. j !
to hiring the mazses of both Umnir Mirsj, another stu- “People, ingliidi l.hsﬁlti
the eountries closer; "now it dent accompanying the group,  cians, in both countriesshould

A

realise now that hating their
neighbors would only add to
their own missries,” the teeriae.

er added.
Another young nean, Tainnm

said, “Peace is absolitely nec-

essary to allow people oneithior
i b et sl

er Educntional institutians
musl take up a leadi

the region.”

role:
it we want pedce Lo refgn in

AUISHA MAHAJAN
DAV Public School w
the first prize in the
B o
(+] iy 5
Tempie G M
; 1 n
club’s tllatﬁct'ehaii‘%x
aon said thal Alishas
painting had been
soleeted by the club ¢
send it to Lions
International Office i
Chicago to représont

. the elub. “The paintir

woulid be sent throug
the district governor
the LionsHeadgitrt;
in LS where a panel ¢
international lovel
Judges would sereen t
entris from all over t
select R5000 winner:
HTC, AMRITS,







Seventh Amritsar-Lahore Festival begins with several firsts

to its credit

Amritsar, November 12 (Jasbir Singh Saggu) - Despite the challenges involved in
its

orchestration, the two-day Seventh Amritsar-Lahore Festival, organized by
Punarjyot, Amritsar, and Rafi Peer Theatre Group, Lahore, began on a high note
on

Friday in the premises of Spring Dale Senior School with Art of Living exponent
Sri

Sri Ravi Shankar inaugurating the impressive cultural mélange, which not only
saw

Indian and Pakistani artists sharing the stage as usual in their quest for peace,
but

also a host of cultural treats introduced for the first time. Addressing the
gathering,

Sri Sri urged the people of India and Pakistan to make concentrated efforts to
promote peace between the two countries. He urged the people to be tolerant
and

develop understanding for each other, besides working to promote the common
cultural ties that bind them and prevent situations that lead to discord. Lauding
the

efforts of late Dr Shivinder Singh Sandhu and Mrs Manveen Sandhu in instituting
Saanjh, he said that this festival had spiritual connotations evident through the
rendition of 'Sufi kalam' by various artists. "Saanjh is more of a celebration of
the

spiritual aspects of the common culture of East and West Punjab. It is a process
which has enabled people on both sides of the border to regain their paradise,
which

had been lost due to partition and the consequent political discord between India
and

Pakistan," he said. The Festival this year became a launch pad for 24-year-old
Manmeet Sain and his 19-year-old sibling Kiranpal Sain, also known as Sain
Brothers

from Chheharta, Amritsar. The duo was trained under Ustaad Mithu Khan, who is
associated with the Patiala Gharana. However, till now they were associated only
with singing on 'Mazaars' besides a few other peace initiatives at the Attari
border.

The inaugural day of 'Saanjh' saw them rendering four 'Qawwalis'-one on the
significance of Saanjh, 'Maan', on the importance of a mother in one's life, 'Tota
Aiwen Nahin Bolda', the first Sufi Qawwali rendered by them and 'Nai Jana Jogi
De

Naal'. "This is our first big opportunity, when we have got a chance to showcase
our

talent at the international level," said Manmeet Sain. Another fresh addition to
Saanjh-2010 was 'Theatre for Peace-Circus for Peace', a production featuring
students from India and Pakistan, directed by Austrian Mime Director Andreas
Ceska.

The production, which is a form of circus art, is being staged here for the first
time in

the country with amateur child artists performing along side professional
entertainers. The celebration also featured a performance by Kalbeliya Dancers.
'Kalbeliyas' is essentially a snake-charmer community from Rajasthan. They earn




their bread and butter mainly with the help of these dance performances.
Another

breath taking performance of the day was the one featuring the Manganiyars,
another Rajasthani community that earns its living through musical
performances.

The Spring Dale Educational Society supports the Manganiyar Lok Sangeet
Sansthan,

founded for the children of the Manganiyar community of Rajasthan, based at
village

Hamira in Rajasthan. This institution has been set up to school Manganiyar
children

in music and take forward their melodic legacy. Dr Kirat Sandhu Cheema,
Director,

Punarjyot, said that her parents had conceived Saanjh with a view to modulating
the

mindless hatred that divided both the countries by bringing their masses
together

through cultural exchange. "This legacy has not only been passed on to me, but
also

to my entire team and all the peace lovers that we are associated with. We
intend to

carry it a step further," she added. Usmaan Peerzada, CEO, Rafi Peer Theatre
Group,

said that seeds of Saanjh sown by late Dr Shivinder Singh Sandhu and Mrs
Manveen

Sandhu in collaboration with his brother Faizaan Peerzada have now developed
into a

full-fledged mission of uniting hearts. "As long as there is Saanjh there would
always

be hope of peace between India and Pakistan," he said. Rajiv Kumar Sharma,
Principal, Spring Dale Senior School, BJP Lok Sabha MP Navjot Singh Sidhu and
Mayor Shawet Malik were among others, who were present on the occasion.
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Saanjh festival opens in Amritsar
GS Paul/TNS

Amritsar, November 12

Despite the turbulent history of the land, the tradition of verse and music kept open the
pathways of brotherhood and peace through the Saanjh, the seventh edition of the
Amritsar-Lahore festival organised by Punarjyot (Amritsar) and the Rafi Peer Theatre
Group (Lahore) on the premises of Spring Dale Senior School here.

The two-day festival commenced with a high note with spiritual guru and the Founder of
Art of Living, Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, inaugurating the cultural mélange of both sides of
Punjab, which not only saw Indian and Pakistani artistes sharing the stage as usual in
their quest for peace, but also a host of cultural treats introduced for the first time.

Addressing the gathering, Sri Sri urged the people of India and Pakistan to develop
understanding for each other besides working to promote the common cultural ties.

The festival this year became a launching pad for 24-year-old Manmeet Sain and his 19-
year-old sibling Kiranpal Sain, also known as Sain brothers from Chheharta, Amritsar.
The duo was trained under Ustaad Mithu Khan, who is associated with the Patiala
Gharana. However, till now, they were associated only with singing at mazaars besides a
few other peace initiatives at the Attari border. The inaugural day of the Saanjh saw
them rendering four “gawwalis”.

Another fresh addition to the Saanjh was ‘Theatre for Peace-Circus or Peace’, a
production featuring students from India and Pakistan, directed by Austrian Mime
Director Andreas Ceska. The production, which is a form of circus art, is being staged
here for the first time in the country with amateur child artistes performing along side
professional entertainers. The celebration also featured a performance by ‘Kalbeliya’
dancers.

Dr Kirat Sandhu Cheema, Director (Punarjyot) said her parents, the late Dr Shivinder
Singh Sandhu and Manveen Sandhu, had conceived the idea of the Saanjh to modulate
the mindless hatred that divided both the countries by bringing their masses together
through cultural exchange.
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The Punjab Theatre will hold a workshop with an Austrian director, Andreas Ceska, on Nov 1
at the Interactive Resource Centre. Children between 13 and 18 years will participate in the
workshop based on circus and mime.

Working with the Punjab Theatre as volunteers, the participating children will go to India on
Nov 12 to perform theatre in Amritsar with Indian children. Mr Ceska will also hold a theatre
workshop with children in India.
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Of the youth, by the youth

At the 7th Youth Performing Arts Festival, the courage of the
organisers was supplemented by that of the people who turned up
in large numbers to attend

By Sarwat Ali

It has always been assumed that it required courage to mount a production or to
organise a festival in Pakistan, but now the word courage is being interpreted in a totally
different way. Previously it was the loss of revenue or reputation that mattered, now it is
the loss of one’s life that is feared.

It used to happen, mostly in the rural areas on melas and urs, that the tents and stage of
the performing artists were uprooted or destroyed by a few elements, most of whom
wanting some undue concessions used the pretext of a moral cause. Usually, it was
primarily the consequence of not getting the police on board albeit with some

harassment by and large the shows went off well in a reasonably secure environment.
But now the situation has changed as the arts and in particular the performing arts are
being targeted.

The courage of the organisers was supplemented by the courage of the people who also
turned up in large numbers to attend the various performances of the festival. For
staging any public event these days, there is a lot of apprehension and in this festival too
it was feared that the audiences may stay away because of security concerns but at least
this fear was allayed by the good turnout. Since it was a youth festival, it was mostly the
youngsters who came to applaud and support their friends and class fellows and many
parents who wanted to see their children perform.

Like the earlier festivals, the most positive aspect of the 7th Youth Performing Arts
Festival held at the Alhamra Cultural Complex under the aegis of Rafi Peer Theatre
Workshop (RPTW) was the large number of groups that took part in performances of
theatre, dance, mime and music. Some of the plays written by the youngsters
themselves on the problems faced by the youth and the way they view this society from
their perspective was indeed a very healthy prospect and one hoped that this young
talent would in future take writing and theatre more seriously, honing it in the process.

The theatre groups that took part in the festival were Lahore Grammar School with Mirza
Sahiban, Fatima Jinnah Women'’s University with Katvi Chat, Pattan Lok Natak with
Leeray Chor, The Institute of Space Technology with Ibne Kabeel, Natak with Aik Election
Soo Afsanay, Lahore Grammar School (Main Gulberg) with Labyrinth, National College of
Arts with Three Jones, Theatre Thespians Karachi with Waiting for Godot. University of
Engineering and Technology with Basti Daad, Chand Bagh School with Lami Judai and
Macbeth. Mass Foundation with Permasher Singh, City School with Pygmalion, Mir
Theatre with Angan Tera, Gram Gram Performing Arts Society of Beacon House National
University with 8 Bajay, Indus Valley School of Art and Architecture with Eight Openings,
and LACAS with Absolutely! {Perhaps?}.



Other than theatre, there were many dance performances principally by Umair Arif,
Suhae Abro, Mohsin Babar, Reza Shah and Bina Jawad Ensemble.

The Mime section was well represented by Neo Transitional Mime, National College of
Arts Auto Crash, Government College University Faisalabad Snow White in 2008”, Lahore
School Drama and Entertainment Society Her Imperfect Prayer Cycle, Gram Gram
Performing Arts Society, Beacon House National University Just Like Hitler, University of
Engineering and Technology Death Beat, Fankaar Theatre Na Tu Aye Ge and NCA,
Rawalpindi Ishq Deway Joag.

The film section constituted several films by: Beacon House University, Fatima Jinnah
University, Indus Valley, Lahore Grammar School. While a workshop conducted by
Andreas Ceska (Austria) focused on theatre mime and movement was also held at the
festival, it proved to be a good occasion to conduct the workshop because young
performers had converged to the festival from all over the country.

Many of the promising young performers of the last five years did not take part in the
festival. As one wave of promising youngsters passes and is replaced by another there
seems no gradual transition of the mantle. Ideally one set of youngsters should stay long
enough in the field to gain sufficient experience and then work with their younger
counterparts to pass on that experience as part of a process. This ensures a gradual
accumulation of experience and craft which, by the end of the day, becomes a substantial
pool of skilled human resource.

The ideal situation is when the youngsters work with the more experienced because it is
a mutually beneficial relation. The new ideas and the enthusiasm need a discipline and a
worked out craft, and in such a partnership the ground is laid for a fruitful exchange.

In the last decade or so, the explosion of the television networks and the proliferation of
the channels have provided a ready-made opportunity which was not there earlier for the
performers. Many of the youngsters who make an appearance in a festival, like the one
under review, get sucked by the voracious appetite of these channels much too soon and
gain quick fame which works to their detriment in the long run. It just does not give
them enough gestation periods to work on their craft and develop an individual
expression. Only in the case of some lucky, fame and fortune does not become a
roadblock in the development of their talent.

RPTW now holds four major Festivals — The World Performing Arts Festival, The National
Folk Puppet Festival, The International Mystic Music Sufi Festival and Youth Performing
Arts Festival. Full marks to them

“THE NEWS"- Lahore, Pakistan



